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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In February there were 382 new notifications in Safefood Online. Under point 1 you can find 

the monthly evaluation. 

 

Point 2 "News on pesticides and contaminants" provides information about 4 EU-Regulations 

with amended or new maximum residue levels for pesticides and also information about the 

findings of PFAS in organic eggs in Demark. 

 

Under points 3 and 4 we have again summarized the latest news from the media on the topics 

of Food Safety and Food Fraud. 

 

In October 2022 the Fraud Advisory Panel hosted an expert discussion about alcohol fraud. 

We inform about the report of this meeting (point 5).  

 

 

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 
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1 Notifications in Safefood Online: February 2023 

In February 2023 Safefood Online database had 382 new notifications - compared to 316 noti-

fications in January 

 

Note: Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from 

the EU Monthly Food Fraud Summary Report are not published until the middle of the fol-

lowing month. 

 

The product group fruits, vegetables and legumes is in first place with 73 notifications, fol-

lowed by the product group nuts, nut products and seeds with 44 notifications and the product 

group dietetic foods, food supplements and fortified foods with 36 notifications: 

 

 
 

The highest number of notifications in the product group fruit, vegetables and pulses was for 

peppers (11 notifications), oranges and mandarins (6 notifications each) as well as 5 notifica-

tions for "parrot leaf" (Alternanthera sessilis). In the product group nuts, nut products and 

seeds there were 17 notifications on sesame seeds and 11 notifications on peanuts.  

 

As in January, food supplements were again in first place in the evaluation of notifications by 

product in February with 24 notifications, followed by sesame seeds and peanuts: 
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In the evaluation of the notifications according to hazard categories, pathogenic micro-organ-

isms germs are in first place with 82 notifications, followed by pesticides (80 notifications). 

Mycotoxins are in third place with 30 notifications: 

 

 
 

Salmonella was the cause for 58 notifications in February. Notifications of chlorpyrifos were 

in second place, with a clear distance (25 notifications), mainly from mandarins, peppers and 
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oranges (13 notifications in total). Aflatoxins are in third place with 18 notifications, 11 of 

which concern peanuts: 

 

 
 

Finally, the notifications were evaluated according to the country of origin of the products. 

Most products came from Turkey (32 notifications), the Netherlands (24 notifications) and In-

dia (22 notifications): 
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2 Update on pesticides and contaminants 

2.1 Regulation (EU) 2023/198 

With Regulation (EU) 2023/198 of January 30, 2023, Annex II of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 

was amended with regard to the maximum residue levels of abamectin. The regulation shall 

apply from August 20, 2023. Information on the new maximum levels can be found in the 

linked regulation text.  

 

 

2.2 Regulation (EU) 2023/128 

Regulation (EU) 2023/128 of January 18, 2023, contains amendments to Annexes II, III and 

V of Regulation (EC) No. 396/2005 with regard to the maximum residue levels of  

 

 benalaxyl, 

 bromoxynil, 

 chlorsulfuron,  

 epoxiconazole  

 fenamiphos  

 

in or on certain commodities. The regulation shall apply from August 08, 2023. For more in-

formation, see the linked regulation text. 

 

 

2.3 Regulation (EU) 2023/334 

Regulation (EU) 2023/334 of 02 February 2023 contains amendments to Annexes II and V of 

Regulation (EC) 396/2005 on maximum levels for clothianidin and thiamethoxam. The Regu-

lations shall apply from March 07, 2026. Please refer to the linked regulation text for the new 

maximum levels. 

 

 

2.4 VO (EU) 2023/377 

Regulation (EU) 2023/377 is amending Annexes II, III, IV and V to Regulation (EC) No 

396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels for  

 benzalkonium chloride (BAC) 

 chlorpropham 

 didecyldimethylammonium chloride (DDAC) 

 flutriafol  

 metazachlor 

 nicotine 

 profenofos  

 quizalofop-P 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R0198
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2023%3A128%3AFIN&qid=1677687757690
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0334&qid=1677836000222&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0377&qid=1677835560858&from=EN
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 sodium aluminium silicate 

 thiabendazole  

 triadimenol  

 

in or on certain products. The Regulation shall apply from September 14, 2023. 

 

2.5 PFAS in organic eggs 

In the newsletter for December 2023, we had reported on 

new maximum levels of perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 

in food. Now, recent investigations in Denmark have de-

tected PFAS in organic eggs. Based on the available data, 

the Danish Food Institute (DTU) has come to the conclusion 

that there is a non-negligible risk, especially for children 

The studies clearly indicate that the PFASs were transferred 

to the eggs via fish meal in the chicken feed. 

The study on PFAS in organic eggs from DTU can be found 

here (only in Danish). 

 

Currently the topic PFAs is also in the media: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about PFAs you can find here: 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)  
 

PFAS-Project Lab (USA – Northeastern University) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.food.dtu.dk/english/news/pfas-found-in-organic-eggs-in-denmark?id=789f9ba1-bdfc-4a7d-908b-fc6cccff4742
https://www.food.dtu.dk/-/media/institutter/foedevareinstituttet/publikationer/pub-2023/pfas-i-oekologiske-aeg-og-foder-jan-2023.pdf?la=da&hash=308F1446F9AEC8E6746F84482DBDF5F84B2FD766
https://echa.europa.eu/hot-topics/perfluoroalkyl-chemicals-pfas
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/portal-perfluorinated-chemicals/
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/portal-perfluorinated-chemicals/
https://pfasproject.com/about/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/23/what-are-pfas-forever-chemicals-how-toxic-are-they-and-how-do-you-become-exposed
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/pfas-contamination-safe-drinking-water-study
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3 NEWS – Food Safety 

EFSA-opinion: Assessment of information as regards the toxicity of deoxynivalenol for 

horses and poultry 

Switzerland: Swiss audit finds massive problems; some inspections a decade late 

German BfR-Opinion: Does the consumption of liquorice by pregnant women impair the 

mental and physical development of children? 

Scotland: Annual report for 2020/2021 on foodborne illness 

UK: Researchers highlight human health risks from contaminated pet treats 

FDA Releases List of 2023 Priority Guidance Topics for Foods Program 

EFSA: Report for 2021 on the results from the monitoring of veterinary medicinal product 

residues and other substances in live animals and animal products 

 

 

4 NEWS – Food Fraud 

Australia: Threatened sharks found in fish and chips in shocking example of Food Fraud 

US: Honey imported into the US found to be adulterated 

Pakistan: The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) confiscated 27.115 non-food grade empty bot-

tles for beverages 

Food Documents as Food Fraud Facilitators   

US: FDA warns of economically motivated adulteration of food products 

UK: English checks uncover illegally imported food  

Using DNA barcoding to stop seafood fraud 

 

 

 

 

5 Wine and Food Fraud 

Organized crime is behind the counterfeiting of numerous consumer 

goods - including fine wines. This is according to a report entitled 

"What's your poison - the true cost of fake alcohol and how to catch 

the culpits" by the Fraud Advisory Panel in the UK.  

The Advisory Panel is a respected, independent voice on fraud and 

is committed to improving prevention, detection, investigation and 

prosecution, with the goal of helping consumers and organizations 

protect themselves from fraud. 

In late October 2022, the Advisory Panel held a workshop on the 

consequences caused by fraud in alcoholic beverages primarily 

wine) - a poorly understood and largely hidden area of crime. This 

report summarizes the key findings and results. Alcoholic beverage 

fraud in the U.K. is estimated to cause the equivalent of 200 million 

euros in economic losses each year.  

million euros each year.  

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7806
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7806
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/02/swiss-audit-finds-massive-problems-some-inspections-a-decade-late/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/does-the-consumption-of-liquorice-by-pregnant-women-impair-the-mental-and-physical-development-of-children.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/does-the-consumption-of-liquorice-by-pregnant-women-impair-the-mental-and-physical-development-of-children.pdf
https://publichealthscotland.scot/media/17517/giz-annual-report-2020-2021_report.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/02/researchers-highlight-human-health-risk-from-contaminated-pet-treats/
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-releases-list-2023-priority-guidance-topics-foods-program
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2023.EN-7886
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2023.EN-7886
https://www.iflscience.com/threatened-sharks-found-in-fish-and-chips-in-shocking-example-of-food-fraud-67303
https://fooddigital.com/articles/some-honey-imported-into-the-us-found-to-be-adulterated
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/the-punjab-food-authority-pfa-confiscates-2-1635406.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/the-punjab-food-authority-pfa-confiscates-2-1635406.html
https://www.food-safety.com/articles/8333-food-documents-as-food-fraud-facilitators
https://www.denver7.com/news/national/fda-warns-of-economically-motivated-adulteration-of-food-products
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/02/english-checks-uncover-illegally-imported-food/
https://cosmosmagazine.com/nature/dna-barcoding-stop-seafood-fraud/
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The size of the market, the multiple supply channels, the flood of online outlets, a large num-

ber of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and a consumer mentality that is more 

price-driven than questioning authenticity - all combine to make it very easy to introduce 

counterfeits into the legitimate supply chain, including supermarkets, according to the report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

 

mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


