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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In April, there were 306 new notifications in Safefood Online. You will find the evaluation of 

the notifications again under point 1.  

Under point 2 "News on pesticides and contaminants" we inform you about an EU regulation 

with changed or new maximum residue levels of pesticides as well as about statements of 

EFSA and BfR on nitrosamines and bisphenol A. We also inform about the new EFSA report 

for 2021 regrading pesticide residues. 

 

Under points 3 and 4 we have again summarized the latest news from the media on the topics 

of Food Safety and Food Fraud. 

 

Last but not least: 

 

The Belgian customs destroyed 2000 cans of beer 

of the American brand "Miller High Life" be-

cause of the use of the name "Champagne": the 

beer has been advertised since 1969 with the slo-

gan "The champagne among beers" and should 

now be exported to the EU. 

"Champagne" is a protected designation of origin 

(PDO) and is represented by the Comité Interpro-

fessionnel du Vin de Champagne -CIVC).  

 

Further information on protected designations can be found on GIview. 

 

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tmdn.org/giview/
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1 Notifications in Safefood Online: April 2023 

In April, Safefood-Online recorded 306 new entries, significantly fewer than in March (432) 

and February (382). 

 

Note: Only the RASFF reports are included in the comparison, as the reports from the EU 

Monthly Food Fraud Summary Report are not published until the middle of the following 

month. 

 

Fruit, vegetables and pulses were again in first place with 55 notifications in the evaluation of 

notifications by product group. Most of the notifications (48) concerned findings of pesticides 

(including 13 notifications on chlorpyrifos). This is followed by nuts, nut products and seeds 

in second place with 43 notifications with 15 notifications on mycotoxins and 15 notifications 

on pathogenic microorganisms. 9 of the 15 notifications were due to salmonella. In third place 

is the product group herbs and spices. In this product group, chlorpyrifos or salmonella was 

the cause of the reports in 6 cases: 

 

 
 

By product, sesame seeds have the highest number of notifications (15), followed by food 

supplements with 13 notifications and pistachios with 7 notifications: 
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In the evaluation of the notifications according to hazard categories, pathogenic microorgan-

isms are in the lead in April with 86 notifications, 33 are due to Salmonella findings. This is 

followed by pesticides (68 notifications) and mycotoxins (20 notifications): 

 

 
 

The evaluation of the notifications according to hazards gives the following picture: 
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At the top are notifications of Salmonella (55 notifications), chlorpyrifos (24 notifications) 

and aflatoxins (13 notifications). 

 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products. 

Most products came from Turkey (25 notifications), the Netherlands (20 notifications) and In-

dia (18 notifications): 
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2 Update on pesticides and contaminants 

2.1 Regulation (EU) 2023/710 

Regulation 2023/710, published on March 31, 2023, amended Annexes II, III and V of Regu-

lation (EC) No 396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels of: 

 

 bromopropylate 

 chloridazon  

 fenpropimorph 

 imazaquin 

 tralkoxydim  

 

in or on certain articles. For further information please refer to the linked text of the regula-

tion. 

2.2 Nitrosamines 

On March 28, 2023, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published an opinion on the 

health risks of nitrosamines in food (see also the SFO-Newsletter March 2023). In its commu-

nication, the German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) summarizes the results and 

shares EFSA's view that "dietary exposure to nitrosamines (P95; high consumption of foods 

containing nitrosamines) is very likely to indicate a health risk for all age groups, even taking 

into account the existing uncertainties". 

2.3 Bisphenol A in food 

Bisphenol A (BPA) is used, for example, in polycarbonate plastic, which is used to make wa-

ter dispensers, food containers and reusable beverage bottles. The substance is also used to 

make epoxy resins that serve as protective coatings and linings for food and beverage cans 

and containers. 

 

On April 19, 2023, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published a re-evaluation of 

BPA. In 2015, EFSA had set a temporary tolerable intake (TDI) of 4 micrograms per kilo-

gram of body weight per day. In the current reassessment, this TDI has now been reduced by 

a factor of 20,000 to 0.2 nanograms per kilogram of body weight per day. 

 

In its statement published on April 19, 2023, the German Federal Institute for Risk Assess-

ment (BfR) does not support this new TDI due to several scientific and methodical diver-

gences and proposes a TDI value of 0.2 micrograms per kg body weight per day after evalua-

tion of the scientific data. 

 

2.4 EFSA-report 2021 regarding pesticides residues in food 

EFSA has published a report on pesticide residues in food in 2021: 

The report provides an overview of official controls on pesticide residues in EU Member 

States, Iceland and Norway. It summarizes the results of both the EU coordinated multi-an-

nual control program (EU MACP) and the national control program (MANCP). 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R0710&qid=1682408169279
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7884
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7884
https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=108
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/nitrosamines-in-food-efsa-publishes-new-opinion-on-health-risks.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/nitrosamines-in-food-efsa-publishes-new-opinion-on-health-risks.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.6857
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.6857
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/bisphenol-a-bfr-proposes-health-based-guidance-value-current-exposure-data-are-needed-for-a-full-risk-assessment.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7939
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The EU MACP covers the foods most commonly consumed by EU citizens (Regulation (EU) 

2005/585). 13.550 samples (97,7%) were within the legal limits: 

 

 
(source: EFSA: EU-MACP 2021) 

 

The 2021 program (both EU MACP and MANCP) included a total of 87.863 samples. 96,1% 

(84.99 samples) were within the legal limits. In total, the MRLs were exceeded in 3.464 sam-

ples (3,9%) 

 

EFSA has prepared a graphical presentation of the data and results of the report for the year 

2021, which can be found at this LINK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://multimedia.efsa.europa.eu/pesticides-report-2021/
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3 NEWS – Food Safety 

listeriosis outbreaks and salmon products: a genomic, epidemiological study 

Ireland: Campylovacter, Salmonella, E. coli and Listeria infections increased in 2022 

Norway: raw cow`s milk, a potential source of zoonotic pathogens? 

Large Multicountry Outbreak of Invasive Listeriosis by a Listeria monocytogenes ST394 

Clone Linked to Smoked Rainbow Trout, 2020 to 2021  

Spain: Ground cinnamon suspected to sick 30 peoples 

ECDC: antimicrobial resistance in Europe in 2023  

Netherlands, Sweden and Denmark: Allergen-labelling often inaccurate 

EFSA: Safety of the extension of use of partially defatted chia seed powder with high fibre 

content as a novel food 

 

 

4 NEWS – Food Fraud 

 

UK: industry-wide country of origin fraud in pork supply chain 

UK: Inflation increases Food Fraud according to UK's FSA 

UK: Rotten meat may have been sold to customers in British supermarkets 

Sugar contamination stings honey imports in Europe 

Canada: Maple syrup fraud undermines the authenticity of Canada's "liquid gold" 

UK at risk of Food Fraud, safety experts are warning 

UK: Review of Food Fraud drivers and mitigation tools 

JRC (EU-Joint Research Centre): Fighting fraudulent and deceptive practices in the agr-

food chain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pease forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/22221751.2022.2063075
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/04/major-pathogens-rise-in-ireland-in-2022/
https://nmbu.brage.unit.no/nmbu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/3054895/115992_NMBU_Idland_finished.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/spectrum.03520-22
https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/spectrum.03520-22
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/04/ground-cinnamon-suspected-as-30-sick-in-spain/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/antimicrobial-resistance-surveillance-europe-2023
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/04/national-checks-reveal-allergy-information-often-incorrect/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7904
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7904
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2023/03/31/Country-wide-pork-chain-fraud-investigation-launched
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/inflation-increases-food-fraud-risk-say-uks-fsa-amid-rotten-meat-investigation.html
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/rotten-meat-been-sold-customers-29587207
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/03/Food-fraud-Sugar-contamination-stings-EU-honey-imports
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/11/maple-syrup-fraud-undermines-the-authenticity-of-canadas-liquid-gold_partner/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/apr/16/uk-at-risk-of-food-safety-expert-warns
https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectId=20179
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6bcf2c96-d1d2-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6bcf2c96-d1d2-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 
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