
Dear Safefood-Online users, 
 
In November, there were 432 new 
notifications in Safefood-Online. The 
evaluations can be found again under 
point 1 in this newsletter. 
 
News on pesticides and 
contaminants" (point 2) provides 
information on the current status of 
the proposed regulation on the 
sustainable use of plant protection 
products and the status of the further 
authorisation of glyphosate. We also 
report on the "European Partnership 
for the Risk Assessment of 
Chemicals" (PARC) project. 
 
We have again linked news around 
Food Safety and Food Fraud under 
point 3 linked. 
 
Point 4 presents the “One Health 
European Joint Programme and 
informs about the corresponding 
conference “One Health for all, all for 
one Health” 
 
 
 

As part of the World Antimicrobial 
Awareness Week (WAAW) from 18 - 
24 November 2023, the German 
Federal Office of Consumer 
Protection and Food Safety (BVL) 
organised the WAAW-Event: 

 
Combatting Antimicrobial Resistance 
- Strategies and Challenges. The 
programme of the two-day event can 
be found here. The presentations are 
also available on the BVL website. 

News Medical Life Science had an 
interview with Kitty van Weezenbeek, 
Director "Surveillance, Prevention and 
Control of AMR" at the WHO. 
 
 
We hope that also this issue of the 
Safefood-Online Newsletter is 
interesting for you and we are of 
course looking forward to your 
opinion. 
 
Your Safefood-Online Team 
 
 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | November 2023 

 

https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-amr-awareness-week/2023
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-amr-awareness-week/2023
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/WAAW-BVL-2023/02_programme/programme_node.html
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/WAAW-BVL-2023/02_programme/programme_node.html
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/WAAW-BVL-2023/02_programme/programme.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=19
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/WAAW-BVL-2023/05_live/live_node.html?cms_thema=Livestream
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20231120/Uniting-Against-Antimicrobial-Resistance-An-Interview-with-the-World-Health-Organization.aspx
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: November 2023 

Compared to the last month the number of new notifications in 
Safefood-Online decreased slightly in November: 
 
§ November: 432 notifications 
§ October: 455 notifications 
§ September 373 notifications 
 
The notifications are divided into: 
 
§ 124 alerts 
§ 153 border rejections 
§ 155 information messages 
 
Remark:  
Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud 
Summary Report are not published until the middle of the following month. 
 
Fruits, vegetables and pulses remains in first place in the evaluation by product category with 74 notifications. 47 
notifications concerned findings of pesticides, 14 of which were due to chlorpyrifos residues. The nuts, nut products and 
seeds product group is in second place with 53 notifications, followed by the product category poultry meat and poultry 
meat products with 46 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: November 2023 

Food supplements are in first place in the evaluation by product with 22 notifications, followed by sesame seeds and 
peanuts with 16 notifications each. In the case of sesame seeds, missing (health) certificates were the reason for 
notification in 12 cases and salmonella in 4 cases: 
 

 

 
In the evaluation of notifications by hazard category, pesticides are in first place with 106 notifications. 39 notifications 
related to chlorpyrifos and 20 to chlorate (poultry meat and poultry meat products from China). Pathogenic micro-
organisms and mycotoxins are following with 72 notifications with 44 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: November 2023 

As in October, the hazards with the most notifications in November were salmonella (47 notifications), chlorpyrifos (39 
notifications) and aflatoxins (32 notifications): 
 

 

 
Finally, the notifications are evaluated according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

In 44 notifications, the products came from China. India followed in second place with 31 notifications and Turkey in third 
place, also with 31 notifications.
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 

Reducing the use of plant 
protection products in the EU 
 
On Wednesday, 22 November 2022, the European 
Parliament voted against the proposed regulation on the 
sustainable use of plant protection products in the EU:  
 
299 members voted against 
207 members supported the proposal  
121 members abstained from voting 
 
Further information on the project can be found on the 
EU's website "Sustainable use of pesticides". 
 
Press comments: 
Feed-Navigator: MEPs reject bill to cut pesticide use in 
half 
 
 

Glyphosate Update 
 
On 13 October 2023, the Member States voted on the draft 
regulation submitted by the Commission. See also the 
Annex to the draft regulation. As there was neither a 
qualified majority for nor against the proposed regulation, 
the EU Commission referred the regulation to the Appeal 
Committee, which met on 16 November 2023. The Appeal 
Committee did not issue an opinion (i.e. there was neither 
a qualified majority for or against the Commission's 
proposal). 
In line with EU legislation, the Commission is now obliged 
to take a decision before 15 December 2023, when the 
current approval period expires. Based on the 
comprehensive assessments carried out by EFSA and the 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) together with the 

Member States, the Commission will now proceed with the 
renewal of the authorisation for a period of ten years under 
certain conditions and restrictions. See also the Summary 
Report of the Appeal Committee. 
 
In line with EU law, the Commission was obliged to take a 
decision before December 15, 2023 (the expiry of the 
current approval deadline). Based on the comprehensive 
assessments carried out by EFSA and the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA) together with the Member 
States, the Commission has now extended the 
authorisation for a period of ten years under certain 
conditions and restrictions. The corresponding 
Implementing Regulation 2023/2660 was published in the 
Official Journal of the European Union on November 29, 
2023. 
 
Further information on the glyphosate authorisation 
process can be found here. 
 
 

European Partnership for the 
Assessment of Risks from 
Chemicals (PARC) 
 
The project "European 
Partnership for the Risk 
Assessment of 
Chemicals" analyses the 
effects of chemicals on 
humans and the 
environment. See also 
the BfR communication "The German PARC National Hub". 
 
Under the leadership of the BfR and the Portuguese 
authority INSA, the PARCopedia platform was set up to 
serve knowledge management and the exchange of 
information on the risk assessment of chemicals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: EU-PARC Website 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/de/press-room/20231117IPR12215/no-majority-in-parliament-for-legislation-to-curb-use-of-pesticides
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/de/press-room/20231117IPR12215/no-majority-in-parliament-for-legislation-to-curb-use-of-pesticides
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022PC0305&qid=1701852280833
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022PC0305&qid=1701852280833
https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/sustainable-use-pesticides_en
https://www.feednavigator.com/Article/2023/11/22/MEPs-reject-EU-proposal-on-pesticide-reduction?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.feednavigator.com/Article/2023/11/22/MEPs-reject-EU-proposal-on-pesticide-reduction?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-10/pesticides_renew_glyphosate_regulation_1487.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-10/pesticides_renew_glyphosate_regulation_1487.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-10/pesticides_renew_glyphosate_regulation-annexes_1497.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/app-comm_gmffer_20231116_sum.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/app-comm_gmffer_20231116_sum.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302660&qid=1701852835069
https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/approval-active-substances/renewal-approval/glyphosate_en
https://www.eu-parc.eu/
https://www.eu-parc.eu/
https://www.eu-parc.eu/
https://www.eu-parc.eu/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/the_german_parc_national_hub-313565.html
https://www.parcopedia.eu/register/
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 
 

Food Safety 
 

R EFSA: Microbiological hazards associated with the 
use of water in the post‐harvest handling and 
processing operations of fresh and frozen fruits, 
vegetables and herbs 
 

R EFSA: Risks for animal health related to the presence 
of ochratoxin A (OTA) in feed 
 

R EFSA: Annual Report of the Scientific Network on BSE‐
TSE 2023 
 

R Pro Veg International: Plant-based foods in Europe: 
What do consumers want? 
 

R German BfR: Germs in food - food-borne infections 
and how to prevent them  
 

R Food Standards Australia-New Zealand (FSANZ): 
Annual Report 2022-2023 
 

R EFSA: Scientific opinion on the tolerable upper intake 
level for folate 
 

R UK: Our Food 2022 - Executive Summary 
 

R Flaxseed allergy on the rise, study claims 
 

R German BfR: Omega-3 fatty acid supplements can 
increase the risk of atrial fibrillation in heart patients 
 

R ECDC: Antimicrobial resistance in the EU/EEA (EARS-
Net) - Annual epidemiological report for 2022 
 

R ECDC: Antimicrobial resistance targets: how can we 
reach them by 2030? 
 

R German BfR: ZooNotify: New data portal makes the 
occurrence of zoonosis pathogens and their 
resistances visible 
 

R Food Drink Europe Position Paper: New Genomic 
Techniques 
 

R Food Standard Scotland: Risk assessment to support 
development of advice and guidance to manage 
outbreaks of norovirus in oysters 
 

R EFSA: Annual Report of the Scientific Network on 
Microbiological Risk Assessment 2023 
 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8332
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8332
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8332
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8332
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8375
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8375
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-8386
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-8386
https://smartproteinproject.eu/consumer-attitudes-plant-based-food-report/
https://smartproteinproject.eu/consumer-attitudes-plant-based-food-report/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2023/23/germs_in_food___food_borne_infections_and_how_to_prevent_them-313356.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2023/23/germs_in_food___food_borne_infections_and_how_to_prevent_them-313356.html
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8353
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8353
https://www.food.gov.uk/our-work/our-food-2022-executive-summary
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/195927/flaxseed-allergy-on-the-rise-study-claims/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/omega-3-fatty-acid-supplements-can-increase-the-risk-of-atrial-fibrillation-in-heart-patients.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/omega-3-fatty-acid-supplements-can-increase-the-risk-of-atrial-fibrillation-in-heart-patients.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-europe-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-europe-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/amr-brief-eaad-2023-update.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/amr-brief-eaad-2023-update.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/zoonotify-new-data-portal-makes-the-occurrence-of-zoonosis-pathogens-and-their-resistances-visible.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/zoonotify-new-data-portal-makes-the-occurrence-of-zoonosis-pathogens-and-their-resistances-visible.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/zoonotify-new-data-portal-makes-the-occurrence-of-zoonosis-pathogens-and-their-resistances-visible.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/231102-FoodDrinkEurope-position-New-Genomic-Techniques_v2.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/231102-FoodDrinkEurope-position-New-Genomic-Techniques_v2.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2023.EN-8451
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2023.EN-8451
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 
 

Food Fraud 
 

R UK: The National Food Crime Unit has launched an 
investigation into alleged food fraud after claims a 
poultry company has been ‘misrepresenting' housed 
birds as free range 
 

R Device shows promise in determining Food Fraud 
more accurately 
 

R Lithuania: 18 t of food with fake expiry dates found in 
warehouse 
 

R DG Health and Food Safety: Overview report Fighting 
fraudulent practices in the agri-food chain 
 

R JRC-Technical Report: Fighting fraudulent and 
deceptive practices in the agri-food chain 
 

 
 

https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4140881/food-crime-unit-launch-criminal-investigation-poultry-claims
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4140881/food-crime-unit-launch-criminal-investigation-poultry-claims
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4140881/food-crime-unit-launch-criminal-investigation-poultry-claims
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4140881/food-crime-unit-launch-criminal-investigation-poultry-claims
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2023/11/03/new-food-authenticity-testing-method-scores-top-marks
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2023/11/03/new-food-authenticity-testing-method-scores-top-marks
https://eng.lsm.lv/article/culture/food-drink/14.11.2023-masses-of-food-with-fake-expiry-dates-found-in-warehouse-in-daugavpils.a531579/
https://eng.lsm.lv/article/culture/food-drink/14.11.2023-masses-of-food-with-fake-expiry-dates-found-in-warehouse-in-daugavpils.a531579/
https://www.paskedi.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Overview_Report_MR_2022-7580_Agrifood-1.pdf
https://www.paskedi.gr/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Overview_Report_MR_2022-7580_Agrifood-1.pdf
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131525
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC131525
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4. Topic of the month 

One Health European Joint Programme 
 

The “European One Health Joint Programme” was launched at the beginning 
of 2018 to support research into food-borne zoonoses, antibiotic resistance 
and new infection risks. Further information on the background to the One 
Health project can be found on the websites of the EU Commission and the 
"One Health European Joint Programme". 
 
On13. November 2023, the conference "One Health for all, All for One Health" 
took place in Luxembourg under the auspices of the EU Directorate-General 
for Health and Food Safety. The agenda and presentations can be found 
here. 
 
The final report of the One Health EJP project was published in September 
2023. Among other things, the report presents the research results from 30 
projects  
 
In Germany, the Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR), the Friedrich 
Loeffler Institute (FLI) and the Robert Koch Institute were involved in the 
project. See also the BfR's communication 54/2023 from October 31, 2023 
 
In issue 6 of June 2023, the German health journal “Gesundheitsblatt” also 
devoted several articles to the topic of "One Health". The articles can be 
found here if you are interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback 
Please forward your suggestions, 
questions and requests regarding 
this newsletter directly to:  
info@safefood-online.de 

https://health.ec.europa.eu/one-health/overview_en#documents
https://health.ec.europa.eu/one-health/overview_en#documents
https://health.ec.europa.eu/events/one-health-conference-one-health-all-all-one-health-2023-11-13_en
https://onehealthejp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ohejp-final-report-september-2023.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/european-one-health-programme-successful-balance-after-five-years-of-joint-research.pdf
https://link.springer.com/journal/103/volumes-and-issues/66-6
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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 Imprint 

 
 

 
 
Safefood-Online GmbH 
Birkenweg 18 
D-68723 Schwetzingen 
 
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 
Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 
 
Registered Office: Schwetzingen  
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 
HRB 710365 
 
Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 
 
Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their 
oper-ators are responsible. 
 
General use policies: 
1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 
Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-
online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information and 
communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  
and food safety.  

 
2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of 
inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your 
express consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as 
consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 
agreement.  

 
3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de  

 
4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  
general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, 
safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents 
and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  
its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary 
storage of external content due to user query is regarded as 
access mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the 
content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or 
indirectly. Visitors follow links to other websites and homepages 
at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while 
maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  
and reasonable. 

 
5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information 
provided.  
 

6. Copyrights 
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

