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Dear Safefood-Online users,

In March, there were 505 new notifica- We hope that also this issue of the
tions in the Safefood-Online data- : 52i%8n0s Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
base. This is a significant increase esting for you and we are of course
compared to February. You can find looking forward to your opinion.

. . Gemeinsame Zentralstelle ,,Kontrolle der im In-
the evaluation as usual under p0|nt 1. ternet gehandelten Erzeugnisse des LFGB

und Tabakerzeugnisse“

- Your Safefood-Online Team
Point 2 "News on pesticides

and contaminants" provides infor-
mation about new maximum levels
for bifenazate. We also report on a
study on PFAS in fruits and vegeta-
bles and on polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons in smoked paprika pow-

der.

News on the topics about food safety
and food fraud can be found under
points 3 and 4.

Source: BVL

In 2022, 534 potentially risky products
were identified in online trade. Further
information can be found in the an-
nual report for 2022.

To monitor food offered via Internet,
the German Federal Office of Con-
sumer Protection and Food Safety
(BVL) has set up the central office
"G@ZIELT" (Joint Central Office for
the Control of Products of the LFGB
and tobacco products traded via the
Internet).


https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/Internethandel/Jahresbericht_2022_G@zielt.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/Internethandel/Jahresbericht_2022_G@zielt.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3

(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2024

In March, the number of new notifications in Safefood-Online
increased significantly compared to the previous months:

= March 2024: 505
= February 2024: 440
= January 2024: 389

The notifications from February 2024 are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 118
= Border rejections 146
= Information messages 241
Note:

Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud Sum-
mary Report are not published until the middle of the following month.

The product category fruit, vegetables and pulses came first in the evaluation by product category with 94 notifications.
65 notifications concerned findings of pesticides, 30 notifications (46% of the pesticide notifications) were due to
chlorpyrifos. The product category nuts, nut products and seeds followed in second place with 63 notifications, nearly
50% were related to aflatoxins (21 notifications for peanuts and 8 notifications for pistachios). The product category ce-
reals and bakery products was in third place with 45 notifications:

Notifications March 2024: Top 10 product categories
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(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2024

In March, food supplements once again took first place in the evaluation by product with 32 notifications, followed by

peanuts with 28 notifications and oysters with 15. Here, all notifications were due to noroviruses. In 10 cases the oysters

came from France and the Netherlands and Ireland were the country of origin in 3 and 2 cases:

Notifications March 2024: Top 10 products
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In the evaluation of notifications by hazard category, pathogenic micro-organisms were ranking in first place with 120

notifications. Salmonella was the cause in 61 cases. Pesticides were in second place with 102 notifications (30 of which

related to chlorpyrifos), followed by mycotoxins with 57 notifications:

Notifications March 2024: Top 10 hazard categories
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(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2024

In terms of hazards, salmonella ranked first with 61 notifications, followed by aflatoxins and chlorpyrifos with 47 and 30
notifications:

Notifications March 2024: hazards
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Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products:

Notifications March 2024: Countries of origin
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India ranks first in terms of product origin with 44 notifications. Tirkiye and China are following in second and third place
each with 41 notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2024/891

Regulation 2024/891 amended Annexes Il and V to Regu-
lation (EC) 396/2005 as regards the maximum residue lev-
els of:

= bifenazate

in or on certain products. The new maximum levels apply
from October 14, 2024.

PFAS in fruits and vegetables

According to a study recently presented by the Pesticide
Action Network (PAN) Europe consumers in Europe are in-
creasingly exposed to a cocktail of PFAS pesticides
through food:

= Between 2011 and 2021, residues of 31 different PFAS
pesticides were detected in fruits and vegetables

= Within 10 years, the number of fruits and vegetables
containing residues of at least one PFAS has tripled

= In 2021, fruits grown in Europe such as strawberries
(37%), peaches (35%) and apricots (31%) were particu-
larly contaminated and often contained cocktails of
three to four different PFAS

PAN Europe concludes that fresh fruits and vegetables
represent a direct and systematic route of exposure for
consumers. The results give rise to serious environmental

and human health
concerns. Therefore,
PAN Europe is ur-
gently calling for a
ban on all PFAS pes-
ticides.

In light of the results
of this study, the
German Federal In-
stitute for Risk As-
sessment (BfR) pub-
lished a statement
on February 29,
2024, stating that no spe-

cific concentration information is provided and therefore a
risk assessment based on the available data is not possi-
ble.

The rise of forever pesticides
in fruit and vegetables in Europe

2.6 0= 0w @BY Qe F= R

Source: PAN Europe

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAH) in smoked paprika powder

In connection with the findings of high levels of polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) from official food monitor-
ing in Germany, the German BfR published a statement on
March 21, 2024 and concluded that "from the MOEs (Mar-
gin of Exposure) determined, taking into account the exist-
ing uncertainties, it can be concluded that the PAH levels
in the samples tested can be considered of little concern
with regard to public health. However, there is a lack of
data on long-term consumption quantities and consump-
tion frequencies for a reliable assessment of the situa-
tion".
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202400891
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/residues-of-plant-protection-products-with-pfas-active-ingredients-in-fruit-and-vegetables-is-there-a-health-risk.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/polyzyklische-aromatische-kohlenwasserstoffe-in-geraeuchertem-paprikapulver.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/efsas-scientific-committee-proposes-harmonisation-risk-assessment-methodology
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/efsas-scientific-committee-proposes-harmonisation-risk-assessment-methodology

M NEWS - link collection

O Germany: 15 years of the "Ohne GenTechnik" seal:
Record sales on the anniversary

) Case reports of tropane alkaloid contamination in
spinach from Italy and its potential implications for
consumer health

Food Safety

O Root-Cause-Analysis (RCA)

O Regulation of New Genomic Techniques: Please read
the fine print!

O US: FDA confirms contamination of children’s ap-
plesauce; theorizes it was intentional

O EFSA: Report for 2022 on the results from the monitor-
ing of veterinary medicinal product residues and other
substances in live animals and animal products

&) Spain: Prevalence, identification and antimicrobial re-
sistance of Listeria monocytogenes and Listeria spp.
isolated from poultry and pork meat

O Finland: Finnish officials are investigating the connec-
tion between a hepatitis E-positive meat product and a
rise in infections in the country.

) EFSA: Risks for animal and human health related to
the presence of polychlorinated naphthalenes (PCNs)

in feed and food

) Pre-washed salad behind Swedish Salmonella out-
break
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https://digitaledition.food-safety.com/february-march-2024/feature-cover-story/?oly_enc_id=6454C6819612B7Z
https://oekoprog.org/en/plant-breeding-in-the-eu-at-a-regulatory-impasse/
https://oekoprog.org/en/plant-breeding-in-the-eu-at-a-regulatory-impasse/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/fda-confirms-contamination-of-childrens-applesauce-theorizes-it-was-intentional/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/fda-confirms-contamination-of-childrens-applesauce-theorizes-it-was-intentional/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8669
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8669
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8669
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ijfs.17013?campaign=wolearlyview
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ijfs.17013?campaign=wolearlyview
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ijfs.17013?campaign=wolearlyview
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/meat-recalled-as-finland-deals-with-hepatitis-e-rise/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/meat-recalled-as-finland-deals-with-hepatitis-e-rise/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/meat-recalled-as-finland-deals-with-hepatitis-e-rise/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8640
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8640
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8640
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/pre-washed-salad-behind-swedish-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/pre-washed-salad-behind-swedish-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.ohnegentechnik.org/en/news/article/15-years-of-the-ohne-gentechnik-seal-record-sales-on-the-anniversary
https://www.ohnegentechnik.org/en/news/article/15-years-of-the-ohne-gentechnik-seal-record-sales-on-the-anniversary
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713524000513
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713524000513
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713524000513

NEWS - link collection

o dur

FOOd Fl'aud ) UK: Food crime - guidance for businesses

%) Chemists on the trail of the food fraud O US: The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety
and Inspection Service (FSIS) is issuing a public health
alert for imported frozen catfish products that were il-
legally imported from the People’s Republic of China
and are ineligible for entry into the United States.

O This is food fraud: The growing problem in Australia
that 'can fool anyone'

O Review of methods for the analysis of culinary herbs

and spices for authenticity O The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and

Inspection Service (FSIS) is issuing a public health
alert for imported frozen catfish products that were il-
legally imported from the People’s Republic of China
and are ineligible for entry into the United States.

) Serbia and the region lose tens of billions of euros
from economic food fraud

&) Operations in Portugal lead to seizures of various food
products

O Proven traceability strategies using chemometrics for
organic food authenticity
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https://cosmosmagazine.com/news/chemists-on-the-trail-of-the-food-fraud/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/food-fraud-is-on-the-rise-and-can-fool-anyone/aikgyxlzg
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/food-fraud-is-on-the-rise-and-can-fool-anyone/aikgyxlzg
https://www.food.gov.uk/research/research-projects/review-of-methods-for-the-analysis-of-culinary-herbs-and-spices-for-authenticity
https://www.food.gov.uk/research/research-projects/review-of-methods-for-the-analysis-of-culinary-herbs-and-spices-for-authenticity
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/en/srbija-i-regionot-gubat-desetici-milijradi-evra-od-ekonomskite-izmami-so-hrana/
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/en/srbija-i-regionot-gubat-desetici-milijradi-evra-od-ekonomskite-izmami-so-hrana/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/operations-in-portugal-lead-to-seizures-of-various-food-products/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/operations-in-portugal-lead-to-seizures-of-various-food-products/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224424001067?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224424001067?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/food-crime-guidance-for-businesses
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/usda-issues-public-warning-about-catfish-imported-illegally-from-china/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/usda-issues-public-warning-about-catfish-imported-illegally-from-china/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/usda-issues-public-warning-about-catfish-imported-illegally-from-china/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/usda-issues-public-warning-about-catfish-imported-illegally-from-china/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/03/usda-issues-public-warning-about-catfish-imported-illegally-from-china/
https://journal.institut-isi.si/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/IJSER-SI-116-2023-JEV%C5%A0NIK-et-al.pdf
https://journal.institut-isi.si/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/IJSER-SI-116-2023-JEV%C5%A0NIK-et-al.pdf
https://journal.institut-isi.si/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/IJSER-SI-116-2023-JEV%C5%A0NIK-et-al.pdf
https://journal.institut-isi.si/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/IJSER-SI-116-2023-JEV%C5%A0NIK-et-al.pdf
https://journal.institut-isi.si/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/IJSER-SI-116-2023-JEV%C5%A0NIK-et-al.pdf

Topic of the month

Agri-Food Report January 2024

In January 2024, the European Commission published the first EU Agri-Food
Fraud Report. The report contains reports from the iRASSF that were classi-
JANUARY 2024 REPORT ON EU fied as "suspicious" (official controls, rejections at the border, complaints
AGRI-FOOD FRAUD SUSPICIONS . . .

from whistleblowers and media reports). Not included are "suspected cases"
that were not reported outside the country of origin. The monthly report con-
tains notifications on food, feed and food contact materials, animal welfare
issues in farm animals, plant protection products, veterinary medicinal prod-
ucts and other substances that can lead to residues and contamination in

food and feed.

With this report, the EU Commission wishes to support the official supervi-
sory authorities in the member states and food companies in further improv-
ing their measures with regard to food fraud.

Source: EU-Commission

Note:

The Agri-Food Fraud Network (FFN) is part of the Alert and Cooperation Net-
work (ACN). Food Fraud Notifications (FFN) are created when there is a sus-
picion of fraud, i.e. a deliberate act by companies or individuals with the aim
of making an economic profit. Data has been exchanged via the iRASFF
online platform since 2021.

See also the topic of the month August 2023:
"Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN): Annual Report 2022".

The report for January 2024 contains 277 suspected cases. Most of the
notifications relate to the following product categories:

= Fruits and vegetables 111 notifications
= Dietetic foods, food supplements

and fortified foods 44 notifications
= Cereals and bakery products 18 notifications

For further information, please refer to the linked report.

Feedback

Please forward your suggestions,
questions and requests regarding
this newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/70e6460b-0a7c-4200-9757-77839407d903_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202401.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/70e6460b-0a7c-4200-9757-77839407d903_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202401.pdf
https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=118
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/70e6460b-0a7c-4200-9757-77839407d90
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
oper-ators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Mdiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to gen-
eral laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while maintaining
the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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http://www.safefood-online.de/

