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Dear Seafood-Online user, 

 

Together with the evaluation of the RASFF notifications in September, we inform you about 

the latest developments in the area of veterinary medicines (antibiotics). In addition, you will 

of course find a media review on the topics of food safety and food fraud.  

 

In "Q &A" regarding the Safefood-Online database we will inform you about "CPI" and 

"GCI" in Safefood-Online when evaluating the countries of origin of raw materials and/ or 

foodstuffs. 

 

We hope also this edition of the Safefood-Online newsletter will be of interest to you and 

would of course be pleased to hear your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

1 RASFF notifications September 2021 

In September, there were in total 387 RASFF-notifications (7 less than in the previous 

month). 

 

Most notifications were again in the product category "fruits, vegetables and legumes" (50 no-

tifications), followed by "dietetic foods, food supplements and fortified foods" (37 notifica-

tions) and "poultry meat and poultry meat products" (34 notifications): 
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Pesticides account for 33 of the 50 notifications on "fruits, vegetables and legumes", of which 

14 notifications are caused by chlorpyrifos. 

Ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol are responsible for 14 of the 50 notifications in the product 

category "dietetic foods, food supplements, fortified foods". 

 

At the top of the TOP 10 products are food supplements with 29 notifications, of which  

12 notifications are caused by ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol. The reason for the notifica-

tions on chicken necks and black pepper were findings with Salmonella. The notifications on 

pistachios are all due to aflatoxins: 

 

 
 

The highest number of notifications in September 2021 was in the hazard category patho-

genic-microorganisms (94 notifications), followed by pesticides (89 notifications) and the 

hazard category composition (59 notifications): 
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As in August, the high number of notifications in the hazard category pesticides are due to 

ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol (48 out of 89 notifications): 

 

 
 

With 20 notifications, the number of chlorpyrifos notifications is at the same level as in the 

previous month (24 notifications). 
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2 Antibiotics (veterinary vs. human medicine) 

In the last few months, there have been discussions about "reserve antibiotics" for human 

medicine. 

The background is the adoption of Regulation (EU) 2019/6 on veterinary medicinal products. 

This regulation, which is valid from January 28, repealing Directive 2001/82/EC. This means 

that there is no need for implementation in national law, i.e., the new regulation is directly ap-

plicable in all EU-Member States. According to Article 37 (4) of this Regulation, the Com-

mission is required to adopt delegated acts to supplement the Regulation by establishing the 

criteria for the designation of the antimicrobials which are to be reserved for treatment of cer-

tain infections in humans in order to preserve the efficacy of those antimicrobials. In addition 

to the draft delegated regulation (DEA 2021/2718) on the establishment of criteria for the 

adoption of antibiotics reserved for the treatment of humans, there was a request from the 

Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). Here are the main objec-

tions/ demands against the delegated regulation: 

 

 the bar for the designation of HRAM (human-reserved antimicrobials') is set unduly 

high 

 its criteria inappropriately take into account animal health concerns, and therefore de-

viates significantly from the WHO criteria for the designation of (highest priority) crit-

ically important antimicrobials for human use and the WHO guidelines for the use of 

medically important antimicrobials in food-producing animals; 

 does not adequately protect human health 

 the Commission is invited to present a new delegated act that meets the criteria and 

the WHO recommendations to reservate critically important antibiotics with the high-

est priority exclusively for human use 

 attach a legislative proposal to amend Regulation (EU) 2019/6 in order to establish the 

conditions for the treatment of individual animals with HRAM by derogation from Ar-

ticle 37(3) of that Regulation; 

 a derogation should only apply to the treatment of individual animals with a clinically 

diagnosed serious, life-threatening disease which, if not properly treated, would result 

in significant morbidity or significant mortality and for which no alternative treatment, 

alternative management strategies or improved husbandry techniques are available to 

prevent, treat or control the disease, and only on condition that an antibiotic suscepti-

bility test is required prior to treatment. 

 

On September 16, 2021, the European Parliament rejected the ENVI resolution and voted for 

the delegated regulation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0006&from=EN
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2718(DEA)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2021-0424_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2021-0424_EN.html
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3 NEWS 

product/ issue content 

Genetic engineering UK: First gene edited (CRISPR) wheat trials 

Genetic engineering Are the EU inspections of GM content in food and 

feed effective 

Biotechnology Modern Biotechnology in a Changing World: 

Health, Environment and Regulation 

Food Fraud Why is honey fraud such a problem? 

Food safety UK: ARM (antimicrobial resistance) is still increas-

ing 

Food safety WHO: World Food Safety Da 2021 

Novel Food insect proteins: great potential to reduce carbon 

footprint 

Food additives German BfR: What does the population think about 

food additives? 

Food Fraud EU-Annual Report 2020: "The EU agri-food Fraud 

Network" 

Food safety Italy: Giardia outbreak linked to tap water 

Food Fraud UK: Food Fraud increasing due to difficulties with 

the export of Italian food 

Border controls UK: delay of border controls on EU food imports 

Food safety New national reference laboratory for food addi-

tives and flavourings at the German Federal Insti-

tute for Risk Assessment (BfR) 

Food safety UK: BSE found in cow 

Fortified food UK: Flour fortified with folic acid 

Food safety Sweden 30 people sick due to Salmonella outbreak 

Food information QR-code is changing the food industry 

Food Fraud Detecting and preventing coffee Food Fraud 

Food safety BfR: Perfluorobutanoic acid (PFBA) does not accu-

mulate excessively in lungs and kidneys 

Food safety UK: Increase in Salmonella in livestocks 

 

 

 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/first-gene-edited-cancer-cutting-wheat-trials-get-the-go-ahead-in-uk/
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0472/11/9/842
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0472/11/9/842
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/Symposium2021/02_program/program_node.html?cms_thema=Program
https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Events/Symposium2021/02_program/program_node.html?cms_thema=Program
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/why-is-honey-fraud-such-a-problem/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/amr-awareness-increases-but-still-low-in-uk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/amr-awareness-increases-but-still-low-in-uk/
http://www.fao.org/3/cb6125en/cb6125en.pdf
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/insect-protein-holds-great-potential-to-reduce-the-carbon-footprint-of-european-consumers-flags-study.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/insect-protein-holds-great-potential-to-reduce-the-carbon-footprint-of-european-consumers-flags-study.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/38/colourful__extended_shelf_life__and_flavourful___what_does_the_population_think_about_food_additives_-282507.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/38/colourful__extended_shelf_life__and_flavourful___what_does_the_population_think_about_food_additives_-282507.html
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-09/ff_ffn_annual-report_2020_1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-09/ff_ffn_annual-report_2020_1.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/researchers-find-italian-giardia-outbreak-linked-to-tap-water/
https://www.mashed.com/602378/the-uk-is-facing-this-major-problem-with-italian-foods/
https://www.mashed.com/602378/the-uk-is-facing-this-major-problem-with-italian-foods/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/uk-further-delays-border-control-checks-on-eu-food-imports/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/39/improved_detection_of_food_additives_and_flavourings-283329.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/39/improved_detection_of_food_additives_and_flavourings-283329.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/press_information/2021/39/improved_detection_of_food_additives_and_flavourings-283329.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/bse-found-in-cow-in-england/
https://www.bakeryandsnacks.com/Article/2021/09/21/UK-s-move-to-fortify-flour-with-folic-acid-to-help-prevent-birth-defects-hailed?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/30-sick-in-salmonella-outbreak-in-sweden/
https://asianpacificpost.com/article/9213-qr-code-changing-food-industry.html
https://www.marketscreener.com/quote/stock/SGS-AG-2956065/news/SGS-Detecting-Preventing-Coffee-Fraud-36507319/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/industrial-chemical-pfba-does-not-accumulate-excessively-in-lungs-and-kidneys.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/industrial-chemical-pfba-does-not-accumulate-excessively-in-lungs-and-kidneys.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/salmonella-reports-in-uk-animals-increase-in-2020/
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4 Questions and answers regarding the database Safefood-Online 

For the evaluation of the countries of origin of raw materials and/ or foodstuffs, what is 

the importance of "CPI" and GCI" in Safefood-Online? 

4.1 Food Fraud 

In the Food Fraud vulnerability analysis questions on the likelihood of occurrence and detec-

tion must be answered. One question (A 3/4) to classify the likelihood of occurrence is: 

 

"From which country of origin, the raw material is sourced? How long (time) and how com-

plex is the supply chain? Are manipulations possible?” 

 

Here as an example for hazelnuts: 

 

 
 

After entering the countries of origin, Safefood-Online is calculating based on the: 

 

- Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 

  and the 

- Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) 

 

the classification in countries of origin with: 

 

- No risks 

- Acceptable risks 

- Conditionally acceptable risks 

- Critical risks 

 

(If more than one country of origin is selected, the country with the worst rating is used as the 

basis for the classification). 

CPI and GCI are defined as follows: 

 

- Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI): 

 

The Corruption Perceptions Index is based on surveys and research conducted by more than 

ten independent institutions. The index ranges from 0 to 100, with 100 indicating the lowest 

perception of corruption and thus representing the best possible result in terms of the CPI. 
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Currently, 180 countries are included in the evaluation. 

 

- Global Competitiveness Index (GCI): 

 

The Growth Competitiveness Index is an indicator of the competitiveness or growth opportu-

nities of currently 141 countries. It is compiled by the World Economic Forum and published 

as part of the Global Competitiveness Report. The index is based on publicly available data 

and surveys on infrastructure, information/ communication technology, the macroeconomic 

environment, health, education and training, product market efficiency, labour market effi-

ciency, financial systems, market size, business dynamism and innovation capacity.  

 

The following rules apply to question A 3/4 on the likelihood of occurrence: 
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4.2 Module “Map” 

In the module "Map" of Safefood-Online, you can display the countries of origin for a se-

lected food/product, from which the searched food/product originates and for which notifica-

tions are available. The map view can be set in such a way that either the CPI or GCI or both 

indicators (CPI and GCI) are included in the evaluation: 

 

 
 

At the end of the query, a table is shown with the details: 
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4.3 “Map” in module Dashboard 

In addition, there is a "map" in the "Dashboard" module, in which you can either display all 

countries according to the CPI or on the basis of the watchlist (an individually selected list of 

product categories): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, ques-

tions and requests regarding this newslet-

ter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 

 

mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 
future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-
tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


