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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

in this issue of the Safefood-Online newsletter we inform you about changes in maximum lev-

els of some pesticides, about new developments at EU level on the topic of ethylene oxide, 

and about new maximum levels for ergot sclerotia and ergot alkaloids. In this newsletter you 

will find also the evaluations of the RASFF notifications as well as a media review on the top-

ics of food safety and food fraud.  

 

Under "Questions and answers about the Safefood-Online database", we look at how the re-

sults of company-specific investigations and findings can be integrated into Safefood-Online 

and thus also made available for evaluations (HACCP Export, Test Plan, Food Fraud). 

 

We hope that this edition of the Safefood-Online newsletter will be of interest to you and of 

course we are looking forward to your feedback, because this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Finally, we would like to draw your attention to a publication regarding Safefood-Online in 

the journal "Fleischwirtschaft" (October 2021) in German language titled "Identifying and 

minimizing risks quickly". 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

 

1 RASFF notifications October 2021 

Compared to the previous month, the number of notifications in October 2021 increased from 

387 to 419 (+8%). 

 

By far the most notifications were submitted in the product category "fruits, vegetables and 

legumes" (72 notifications), followed by "fish and fishery products (excluding molluscs and 

crustaceans)" (37 notifications) and "food contact articles and materials" (37 notifications). Of 

the 72 notifications on "fruits, vegetables and legumes", 54 notifications are related to the 

hazard category pesticides. Here again, as in previous months, most of the notifications are 

due to chlorpyrifos and its compounds (chlorpyrifos-ethyl, chlorpyrifos-methyl) (30 notifica-

tions). Of the 37 notifications concerning the product category "fish and fishery products", 11 

notifications are due to excessive levels of ascorbic acid in yellowfin tuna, as is often found in 

consumer fraud through illegal color stabilization: 

 

 

 

https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=49
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At the top of the TOP 10 products are food supplements with 17 notifications, of which 5 no-

tifications are due to ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol. 11 of 12 notifications on mandarins are 

due to chlorpyrifos. All reports on yellowfin tuna are due to high levels of ascorbic acid, as 

already explained: 
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In October 2021, the hazard category pesticides had the highest number of reports with 109 

reports, followed by the hazard category pathogenic micro-organisms (95 reports) and the 

hazard category composition (58 reports): 

 

 
 

The high number of notifications in the hazard category pesticides is still due to many notifi-

cations on ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol (37 notifications) and chlorpyrifos (41 notifica-

tions). In October only Salmonella had more notifications (61): 
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2 Pesticides and Contaminants 

2.1 Regulation (EU) 2021/1531 

With Regulation (EU) 2021/1531 the maximum levels in Regulation (EC) 396/2005 for the 

following substances were amended: 

 

- Aclonifen 

- Acrinathrin 

- Bacillus pumilus QST 2808 

- Ethirimol 

- Penthiopyrad 

- Picloram 

- Pseudomonas sp. strain DSMZ 13134 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1531 was published in the Official Journal of the European Commis-

sion on September 20, 2021. With the exception of ethirimol, the amended MRLs apply from 

October 10, 2021. For ethirimol, the new MRL applies from May 17, 2021. In this regard, the 

recitals state: 

" For ethirimol, several MRLs were modified by Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/1566 (3). 

That Regulation lowered the MRL for ethirimol in cucumbers to 0,05 mg/kg due to a report-

ing error. Ethirimol is the main metabolite of bupirimate, which is currently used in plant 

protection products in several Member States. As a consequence, the lowering of the MRL for 

ethirimol may result in potential MRL exceedances following the lawful use of bupirimate. To 

avoid this, the Rapporteur Member State submitted on 25 August 2020 an amended evalua-

tion report to the Authority, who has published a correction to the relevant reasoned opinion 

on 30 September 2020 (4), where it recommended setting the MRL for ethirimol in cucumbers 

at 0,2 mg/kg. In the interest of legal certainty, it is appropriate for the MRL for ethirimol in 

cucumbers, provided for by this Regulation, to apply from the same date as the date of appli-

cation of Regulation (EU) 2020/1566.”. 
 

2.2 Ethylene oxide 

On October 4, 2021, another meeting of experts from the EU member states took place (see 

also the comments on this topic in the Safefood-Online newsletter of July 2021). Here is the 

summary. For compound foodstuffs ("problem case" locust bean gum) it was stated: 

 

As regards composite foods such as noodles, without information on the use of a non-compli-

ant ingredient, the Commission clarified that by default the MRL at the LOQ of 0.02* mg/kg 

should apply (considering the two components of the residue definition for ETO). In case of 

information on the use of a non-compliant ingredient, the conclusions as agreed at the (CC) 

meeting on 13 July apply (withdrawal/recall of the product from the market, or in case of im-

ports rejection at border). In case there is detailed information on the composition and/or 

processing factors (PF), then Article 20 of the MRL Regulation is applicable to calculate the 

composite LOQ to assess compliance. In the absence of any information on PF for either ETO 

or 2CE, the default PF is 1.  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-10/rasff_ethylene-oxide-incident_e410_crisis-coord_20211004_sum.pdf
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Furthermore, the EU Commission renewed its position on food waste and ETO: 

 

The Commission recalled its commitment to reduce food waste in line with Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals, as laid down in the Farm to Fork Strategy. This however cannot undermine 

food safety. There can be no compromise as food safety is a key prerequisite for a sustainable 

food system. While it is regrettable to discard food, it is essential that unsafe food should be 

removed from the food supply chain and discarded in accordance with relevant EU legisla-

tion.  

 

2.3 Maximum levels for ergot sclerotia and ergot alkaloids 

While Regulation (EC) 1881/2006 previously is only setting maximum levels for ergot sclero-

tia, Regulation 2021/1399 of August 24, 2021 is now also introducing maximum levels for er-

got alkaloids in addition to amended maximum levels for ergot sclerotia.  

 

For unprocessed cereals other than maize, rye and rice, the maximum level has been reduced 

from 0.5mg/kg to 0.2mg/kg. There is an exception for unprocessed rye: here the previous 

maximum level of 0.5mg/ kg remains in force until June, 30. 2024. Only from July,01, 2024 

the maximum level for unprocessed rye will also be reduced to 0.2 mg/kg. 

 

For ergot alkaloids, maximum levels were set as follows: 

 

Milling products of barley, wheat, spelt and oats 

(with an ash content lower than 900mg/100g) 

100 μg/kg 

50 μg/kg as from 1.7.2024 

Milling products of barley, wheat, spelt and oats 

(with an ash content equal or higher than 900mg/100g) 

Barley, wheat, spelt and oats grains placed on the market 

for the final consumer 

150 μg/kg 

Rye milling products 

Rye placed on the market for the final consumer 

500 μg/kg until 30.6.2024 

250 μg/kg as from 1.7.2024 

Wheat gluten 400 μg/kg 

Processed cereal based food for infants and young children  20 μg/kg 

 
Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 of 19 December 2006 setting maximum levels for certain contami-

nants in foodstuffs (consolidated text) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1399&from=ES
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1881/2021-09-19
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1881/2021-09-19
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3 NEWS 

product/ issue content 

Food Fraud UK: FSA and FSS present updates on food crime 

cases 

Food Fraud Australia: New traceability pilot to safeguard ex-

ports from fraudulent activity 

Food Safety EU-GRACED-project: A sensor is being developed 

by an EU-funded consortium to check for pesticides 

or bacteria in fruits and vegetables  

Food Safety EU Commission warns Czech Republic about offi-

cial food control rules 

Food Safety UK shows low trust in U.S. food 

Food Fraud University Basel: "low cost" country of origin de-

tection 

Food Fraud Covid-19 pandemic and Food Fraud 

Food Fraud Food Fraud cases in 2020: a review 

Food Safety US: FDA pesticide-report 

Food Fraud The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) seized 2,500 kg 

contaminated spices  

Food Fraud Ghana: Food Fraud is increasing 

Food Safety industry can use reports on outbreaks for improve-

ment of safety programs 

4 Questions and answers regarding the database Safefood-Online 

Is it possible to include company-specific data in the evaluation at Safefood-Online? 

 

In Safefood-Online it is possible to enter the results of company-specific (analytical) results 

or findings (internal/ external) and to include them in the evaluations (HACCP Export, Test 

Plan, Food Fraud). 

This is particularly helpful during audits to show that the raw materials for which there are no 

known incidents have been also included in the hazard analysis. 

 

Clicking on the "My Data" button (under the "LOGIN" field) 

opens the "My Data” page. 

There are 2 options to enter company-speccific data into Safe-

food-Online: either the data is entered directly into a correspond-

ing input mask or the data is imported into Safefood-Online as a 

"CSV”- file: 

 

A) Direct entering: 

 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/fsa-and-fss-present-updates-on-food-crime-cases/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/fsa-and-fss-present-updates-on-food-crime-cases/
http://www.fruitnet.com/produceplus/article/186457/citrus-australia-to-lead-traceability-project
http://www.fruitnet.com/produceplus/article/186457/citrus-australia-to-lead-traceability-project
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/eu-funded-project-targets-produce-safety/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/eu-funded-project-targets-produce-safety/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/eu-funded-project-targets-produce-safety/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/eu-commission-warns-czech-republic-about-official-food-control-rules/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/eu-commission-warns-czech-republic-about-official-food-control-rules/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/uk-survey-shows-low-level-of-trust-in-u-s-food/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/10/12/Food-fraud-Scientists-develop-low-cost-country-of-origin-detection-method?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/10/12/Food-fraud-Scientists-develop-low-cost-country-of-origin-detection-method?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/fsat.3510_8.x
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/food-authenticity-2020-in-review/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/fda-pesticide-report-shows-majority-of-food-samples-tested-below-tolerances/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1653339/2500kg-adulterated-spices-seized
https://www.dawn.com/news/1653339/2500kg-adulterated-spices-seized
https://www.ghanabusinessnews.com/2021/10/20/food-fraud-on-the-rise-fda/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/industry-can-use-outbreak-reports-to-decide-on-food-safety-programs/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/10/industry-can-use-outbreak-reports-to-decide-on-food-safety-programs/
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B) Example for company-specific added data: 

 

 
 

C) Import of company-specific data: 

 

Clicking on "Import own data" opens a window with information on the structure of the CSV 

file (EXCEL): 
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An already formatted EXCEL Spreadsheet is available under "Download". 

The data you have entered yourself is available to all users of your own company (your own 

user group) and can be included in further evaluation. Users from other companies (other user 

groups) do not have access to the data and cannot see the messages entered by other partici-

pants. In this way, each company can work with all the data available in Safefood-Online and 

also include company-internal findings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 
future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-
tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


