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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In addition to the evaluation of the notifications in the RASFF rapid alert system we inform 

you in the November issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter about further changes in maxi-

mum levels for pesticides. As usual, you will find interesting links on the topics of Food 

Safety and Food Fraud.  

Under "Questions and answers on the Safefood-Online database" we explain how the Safe-

food-Online database can support you in setting up test plans. 

 

We hope that this edition of the Safefood-Online newsletter will also be of interest to you, and 

of course we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

As the December newsletter will not be sent out until the beginning of January 2022, we 

would like to take this opportunity to thank you for using the Safefood-Online database and 

hope that we can continue to successfully support you in your daily work next year. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and hope that - despite the Corona pandemic - you can spend 

relaxing holidays with your family. For the New Year, we wish you all the best and above all: 

stay healthy. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

1 RASFF notifications November 2021 

In November 2021, the RASFF rapid alert system registered in total 426 notifications. Com-

pared to the previous month, there was only a slight increase (7 notifications). 

 

By far the most notifications were in the product category "fruit, vegetables and pulses" (99 

notifications), followed by "poultry meat and poultry meat products" (51 notifications) and 

"herbs and spices" (34 notifications). With 25 notifications, chlorpyrifos and its compounds 

(chlorpyrifos-ethyl, chlorpyrifos-methyl) still have a relatively high share. The notifications in 

the category "poultry meat and poultry meat products” are all due to Salmonella with the ex-

ception of 1 report. In the product category "herbs and spices" (TOP 3), Salmonella is also the 

reason for the notification in more than 50% of the cases (20 notifications): 
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Also in November, food supplements are at the top of the list of the TOP 10 products with 21 

notifications. All notifications on black pepper are due to Salmonella findings. In all cases the 

reason for the notifications on dried figs were mycotoxins: 
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The highest number of notifications (117) in November was found in the hazard category 

"pathogenic micro-organisms", followed by the hazard category "pesticides" with 95 notifica-

tions and mycotoxins with 46 notifications: 

 

 
 

After Salmonella (84 notifications) and aflatoxins (41 notifications) notifications on ethylene 

oxide/ 2-chloroethanol (26 notifications) and chlorpyrifos (32 notifications) still account for a 

high share of notifications in the hazard category "pesticides" (61%): 

 

 

117

95

46

29

26

19

14

13

12

12

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

PATHOGENIC MICRO-ORGANISMS

PESTICIDE RESIDUES

MYCOTOXINS

ALLERGENS

ADULTERATION / FRAUD

COMPOSITION

FOREIGN BODIES

HEAVY METALS

POOR OR INSUFFICIENT CONTROLS

CHEMICAL / INDUSTRIAL CONTAMINATION

notifications

RASFF November 2021: TOP 10 hazard categories

84

41

32

26

15

12

9

9

7

6

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

SALMONELLA 

AFLATOXINS

CHLORPYRIFOS

ETHYLENE OXIDE/ 2-CHLOROETHANOL

USE OF BAMBOO

POOR TEMPERATURE CONTROL

MOULDS

LISTERIA MONOCYTOGENES

MERCURY

UNDECLARED PEANUT

notifications

RASFF November 2021: TOP 10 hazards



Safefood-Online 
Identify risks and increase opportunities  

 

page 5/10 

 

2 Pesticides and Contaminants 

In October 2021 the following Regulations amending pesticide MRLs were pub-

lished: 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1795: 

 

- Terbuthylazin  

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1804: 

 

- Bentazone in peas with pods 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1807: 

 

- Acibezolar-S-methyl 

- Aquerous extract from the germinated seeds of sweet Lupinus albus 

- Azoxystrobin 

- Clopyralid 

- Cyflufenamid 

- Fludioxonil 

- Fluopyram 

- Fosetyl 

- Metazachlor 

- Oxathiapiprolin 

- Tebufenozide 

- Thiabendazole 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1810: 

 

- Cyprodinil in blueberries, cranberries, currants and gooseberries 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1841: 

 

- 6-Benzyladenine 

- Aminopyralid 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1842: 

 

- Flupyradifurone 

- Difluoroaetic acid 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1864: 

 

- Amisulbrom 

- Flubendiamide 

- Meptyldinocarp 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1795&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1804&from=DE
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1807&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1810&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1841&qid=1638023235344&from=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1842&from=DA
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1864&qid=1638023365463&from=en
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- Metaflumizone 

- Propineb 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1881: 

 

Imidacloprid 

 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1884: 

 

Chlorantraniliprole in pulses 

 

For further information, please refer to the linked regulations. 

 

3 NEWS 

product/ issue content 

Food Safety Netherlands: decrease in outbreaks related to food 

Food Safety EFSA-EU-FORA (European Food Risk Assess-

ment) programme 2021  

 Food Fraud India: milk adulterated with water, formalin and 

urea 

Food Fraud Spain: food with expired shelf-life dates  

Food Fraud US: FDA Website on Food Fraud 

Food Safety Risk Assessment Strategies for Contaminants in 

seafood (RASCS) 

Food Safety China: Food Safety indicator pilot project 

Food Safety Denmark: Salmonella outbreak linked to eggs 

Food Safety in Europe food recalls are increasing 

Food Safety UK: recalls of pork scratchings due to salmonella  

Food Fraud is the next melamine scandal coming 

Food Safety Food Safety and climate change 

Food Safety UK: Food Safety projects involving public 

Food Safety Canada: sesame seed recalls linked to salmonella 

Food Safety German BfR: FAQ Nanomaterials 

Food Fraud EU: results of a control plan on fraudulent practices 

in marketing herbs and spices 

Food Safety EU: more controls for nuts from United States 

Food Safety Zoonoses Monitoring 2020 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1881&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1884&from=DE
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/netherlands-reports-decrease-in-outbreaks-related-to-food/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/efsa_eu_fora_programme_2021-286961.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/efsa_eu_fora_programme_2021-286961.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/905421-1-286-litre-tainted-milk-destroyed
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/905421-1-286-litre-tainted-milk-destroyed
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/22-arrested-in-spain-after-unfit-food-findings/
https://www.fda.gov/food/compliance-enforcement-food/economically-motivated-adulteration-food-fraud
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/risk_assessment_strategies_for_contaminants_in_seafood__rascs_-287633.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/risk_assessment_strategies_for_contaminants_in_seafood__rascs_-287633.html
https://www.fao.org/3/cb6634en/cb6634en.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/denmark-solves-salmonella-outbreak-records-botulism-cases/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/11/12/Food-recalls-are-on-the-rise-What-can-reverse-this-worrying-trend?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/aug/25/pork-scratchings-firm-recalls-products-linked-salmonella-cases
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/158941/alternative-meat-at-risk-of-melamine-scandal/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/11/16/Food-safety-regulators-must-respond-to-the-threat-of-climate-change-FSA?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/uk-projects-involve-public-in-food-safety-issues/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/positive-test-result-for-salmonella-prompts-sesame-seed-recall-in-canada/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/nanomaterials_faq-8568.html
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-11/food-fraud_action_herbs-spices_report_jrc126785_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-11/food-fraud_action_herbs-spices_report_jrc126785_0.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/eu-changes-rate-of-controls-for-nuts-from-united-states/
https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/04_Zoonosen_Monitoring/Zoonosen_Monitoring_Bericht_2020.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5
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4 Questions and answers regarding the database Safefood-Online 

How can Safefood-Online support the development of test plans? 

 

In the Safefood-Online module "Test Plan", the user can set up an individual test plan for the 

raw materials used in the company as well as for finished products on the basis of all notifica-

tions in the database. During the query, all hazards known so far are summed up and shown in 

a table. The "Test Plan" module is thus a valuable support for the development or optimiza-

tion of company-specific inspection plans. 

 

As with the HACCP Export and Food Fraud modules, the articles for the inspection plan must 

first be selected. The articles can be copied from the modules "HACCP Export" and "Food 

Fraud": 

 

 
 

After the selection of the articles, the period for the query has to be chosen. For a valid test 

plan, the period should be at least 5 years. After that, the export can be started: 

 

 
 

The output is an Excel file (see example below). The hazards are presented in such a way that 

a four-stage model is suggested after a calculation with a stored algorithm.  

The evaluation makes suggestions for sampling and testing. This should be done for: 

 

(1) every delivery (corresponds to the classification "critical risks") 

(2) every second delivery (corresponds to the classification "unacceptable risks") 

(3) twice a year (corresponds to the classification "conditionally acceptable risks") 

(4) once a year. (corresponds to the classification "justifiable risks") 

 

Here the test plan using the example of "paprika powder": 
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The results are grouped in such a way that they are assigned to the respective hazard catego-

ries. The list also shows very clearly which known hazards have occurred so far. The presen-

tation of the results is merely a suggestion. If there are also company-specific data in Safe-

food-Online (see also the explanations in the Safefood-Online Newsletter October 2021), 

these data will of course be taken into account in the test planning. 

 

 

 

 

Test plan
for raw materials and feedstocks

paprika powder
each 

delivery

every 

second 

shipment

twice per 

year

once per 

year

Adulteration / fraud

adulteration B1

improper health certificate(s) B2

Allergens

undeclared almond E1

Food additives and flavourings

E 160b - annato/bixin/norbixin B2

Fast Garnet B1

Para Red B1

Rhodamine B B1

Sudan 1 B3

Sudan 3 B1

Sudan 4 B3

colour Orange II B1

Mycotoxins

aflatoxins D3

ochratoxin A D4

Pathogenic micro-organisms

Bacillus cereus E1

Bacillus licheniformis E1

Salmonella muenchen E1

Salmonella muenster E1

Salmonella spp. E3

moulds E1

Radiation

irradiation C1

safefood-online GmbH 12/08/2021

The data output was limited:  01.01.2000 - 08.12.2021

Selection: FOOD

Group: paprika

Sampling and testing
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Tip: 

 

The notifications in Safefood-Online are updated daily. Therefore, the proposed test plan can 

also change according to the data situation. It is therefore recommended to generate the in-

spection plan on a regular basis. This ensures that the most recent developments are taken into 

account in the test plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


