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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In Safefood-Online, there were 346 new notifications in September. A detailed evaluation  

according to product groups, products, hazard categories, hazards and countries of origin can 

be found under point 1 in this newsletter. 

 

On September 13, 2022, the 1st update of the EU database on processing factors for pesticide 

residues was published. We report on this topic under point 2: "Update on pesticides and con-

taminants ". 

 

Under point 3 and 4 you can find news around Food Safety and Food Fraud. 

 

On September 28, 2002, the results of the EFSA-com-

missioned Euro-barometer survey on food safety was 

published. The survey was conducted between March 

21 and April 20, 2022 in all member states. In total, 

over 26,509 people participated in the survey. 

 

The price of food is the most important (out of 7 fac-

tors) in the purchase decision. It is followed by taste 

and food safety. The percentage of respondents who 

said food safety was the deciding factor decreased from 

the last survey in April 2019. 

 

The results of the survey "Food Safety in the EU" can 

be found here 

 

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your safefood-online team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/EB97.2-food-safety-in-the-EU_report.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/EB97.2-food-safety-in-the-EU_report.pdf
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1 Notifications in Safefood Online: September 2022 

In September 2022, 346 notifications were registered in Safefood-Online, an increase of 19 

notifications compared to the previous month. 

The large number of notifications for sesame seeds (47 notifications) was due to salmonella 

findings. In 31 notifications, the sesame seeds originated from Nigeria. 

 

Note: Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from 

the EU Monthly Food Fraud Summary Report are not published until the middle of the fol-

lowing month. 

 

The product category nuts, nut products and seeds recorded the most notifications (61), fol-

lowed by the product group fruits, vegetables and legumes (48 notifications) and poultry meat 

and poultry meat products (28 notifications):  

 

 
 

As in August, sesame seeds are clearly at the top of the TOP 10 in the evaluation of notifica-

tions by product (47 notifications). Also in September, all notifications are due to salmonella 

findings.  

Food supplements with 12 notifications and peppers with 6 notifications are following in the 

ranking: 
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In the evaluation of notifications according to hazard categories, pathogenic micro-organisms 

were again in first place in September 2022 with 131 notifications. 50 notifications concerned 

salmonella in sesame seeds or in products containing sesame seeds (halva, tahini).  In second 

and third place are following pesticides (46 notifications) and mycotoxins (23 notifications): 

 

 
 

In the evaluation according to hazards, notifications of salmonella infections are by far at the 

top in September with 94 notifications. With 50 notifications, as already mentioned, more 

than half of the notifications relate to sesame seeds or products containing sesame seeds. This 
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is followed by notifications on chlorpyrifos (17 notifications) and aflatoxins (16 notifica-

tions): 

 

 
 

In the evaluation of the notifications by country of origin, Turkey is in first place with 36 noti-

fications, of which 9 notifications concerned salmonella findings in sesame seeds and 6 notifi-

cations concerned mycotoxins in dried figs. It is followed by Nigeria with 32 notifications (of 

which 31 notifications concerned salmonella findings in sesame seeds) and China (25 notifi-

cations): 
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2 Update on pesticides and contaminants 

2.1 First update of processing factors regarding residues of pesticides (EU-Database) 

The residue levels of pesticides are strongly depending on the degree of processing. There-

fore, according to Article 20 Regulation (EC) 395/2005, where no MRLs are set in Annexes II 

and III for processed and/or composite foods, the residue levels set in Article 18 for the corre-

sponding food covered by Annex I apply, taking into account changes in pesticide residue 

levels caused by processing or mixing. As part of an EFSA project, the first EU database on 

processing factors was published in 2018. A first update of the database has now been pre-

sented on September 13, 2022. Both versions of the EU database on processing factors can be 

found here.  

2.2 Organic arsenic in food 

EFSA has published a literature study on organic arsenic compounds in food.  

The purpose of the project was to gather information on two groups of organic arsenic: 

 

• methylated species 

• Other organic arsenic species, e.g., sugars, lipids 

 

You can find the study here. 

 

 

3 NEWS – Food Safety 

content 

ECDC: Annual Epidemiological Report for 2020 on STEC infection 

Ireland: authorities are warning about rise in E. coli infections 

Scotland: 50 people sick due to E. coli O157 infections 

EU urged to scrap reduction targets or face exacerbating food crisis 

alternatives for titanium dioxide hit the market after EU-wide ban 

UK: salmonella in chicken and ethylene oxide were two of the main incidents handled in 

the past year by the Food Standards Agency (FSA)  

New Zealand: Risk of Hepatitis A from frozen berries 

Study: Quantifying the trophic transfer of sub-micron plastics in an assembled food chain 

EFSA: Italian national dietary survey on adult population from 10 to 74 years old 

Austria: Three dead in Listeria outbreak 

New Zealand: authorities strengthens tahini controls after outbreak 

USA: Fruit leather: a snack with sometimes high residues of pesticides 

UK: Nearly 200 sick due to E. coli O157 outbreak 

Product recall: a global overview 

EU: EU agriculture ministers are urging the European Commission to soften rules on new 

genetic engineering techniques (NGT) to strengthen the sector in the face of increasing 

droughts, climatic changes and yield losses. 

https://zenodo.org/record/6827098#.YzWpJi-21Hd
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2022.EN-7565
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/STEC-infection-AER-2020-JD-FINAL.pdf
https://www.inoreader.com/article/3a9c6e75bd2d54a9-irish-officials-warn-about-rise-in-e-coli-infections
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/almost-50-sick-in-scotland-in-outbreak-from-e-coli-o157/
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/reviewing-pesticide-cuts-eu-urged-to-scrap-reduction-targets-or-face-exacerbating-food-crisis.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/titanium-dioxide-eu-ban-in-full-force-alternatives-hitting-the-market-fda-review-continues.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/ethylene-oxide-and-salmonella-feature-in-major-fsa-incidents/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/ethylene-oxide-and-salmonella-feature-in-major-fsa-incidents/
https://www.hortidaily.com/article/9459351/nz-risk-of-hepatitis-a-from-frozen-berries/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1748013222002390?via=ihub
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2022.EN-7559
https://www.inoreader.com/article/3a9c6e75b47e4107-three-dead-in-austrian-listeria-outbreak
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/new-zealand-strengthens-tahini-controls-after-outbreak/
https://www.ewg.org/research/fruit-leather-snack-sometimes-chock-full-pesticides-and-sugar
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/nearly-200-sick-in-uk-e-coli-o157-outbreak/
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=504878a6-f6db-45ae-aae4-ad742ddc5021
https://www.euractiv.de/section/landwirtschaft-und-ernahrung/news/eu-agrarministerinnen-setzen-auf-gentechnik/
https://www.euractiv.de/section/landwirtschaft-und-ernahrung/news/eu-agrarministerinnen-setzen-auf-gentechnik/
https://www.euractiv.de/section/landwirtschaft-und-ernahrung/news/eu-agrarministerinnen-setzen-auf-gentechnik/
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Italy: Poultry sausages linked to deadly Listeria outbreak 

UK: Salmonella in pet food continue to increase 

Feedback EU: EU wastes more food than it imports claims a new report 

 

4 NEWS – Food Fraud 

 

Pakistan: Authorities are sealing fake tea factory in Peshawar 

Pakistan: Adulterated milk "red alert" for human life 

USA: Egg products imported from Italy recalled because of ineligibility for export 

The universal imprint of oxygen isotopes can track the origins of seafood 

India: Alarming rise in food adulteration in schools and colleges  

USA: Seafood Fraud - a study 

Germany: Food Fraud – Effects on German Organic Farming? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pease forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 

 

https://www.inoreader.com/article/3a9c6e75ae4d47aa-poultry-sausages-linked-to-deadly-listeria-outbreak-in-italy
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/findings-of-salmonella-in-pet-food-continue-to-increase-finds-report/
https://feedbackeurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Feedback-EU-2022-No-Time-To-Waste-report-1.pdf
https://www.dawn.com/news/1709016/food-authority-seals-fake-tea-factory-in-peshawar
https://pakobserver.net/adulterated-natural-milk-red-alert-for-human-life-in-pakistan-by-nuzair-ahmed-jamro/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/09/egg-products-imported-from-italy-recalled-because-of-ineligibility-for-export/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/faf.12703
https://www.kmsnews.org/kms/2022/09/17/alarming-rise-in-food-adulteration-in-govt-schools-colleges-across-telangana.html
https://www.vermontlaw.edu/sites/default/files/2022-06/seafood-fraud-analysis-us-legal-approaches_20220627_1153.pdf
https://palmbayherald.com/food-fraud-what-is-it-and-what-effects-is-it-having-on-german-organic-farming/
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


